Additional WESTCAS Clean Water Act Amendments (originally proposed to WIN as part of what WESTCAS wanted in the Water Infrastructure Financing Legislation - Could have been incorporated into S. 1400)

Section 1 - Technical Assistance for Rural and Small Treatment Works.

Provides for loans and grants for pre-development costs (planning design, associated preconstruction, and necessary activities for siting the facility and related elements) where such loans do not exceed $100,000 for a term not to exceed 10 years and is at or below market interest rates. Authorizes $25 million for each fiscal year 2005 through 2009.

Section 102 - Projects Eligible for Assistance.

Amends Section 603 of the Clean Water Act whereby a project is eligible if it meets the requirements of Section 513 and allows for uses of the funds for: entities that treat wastewater or domestic sewerage; implementation of a management program established under section 319; development and implementation of a conservation and management plan under section 320; water conservation projects or activities whose primary purpose is protection, preservation, or enhancement of water quality, including through piping or lining of an irrigation canal; recovery or recycling of wastewater or runoff from irrigation; irrigation scheduling; measurement or metering of water use; or improvement of on field irrigation efficiency; reuse, reclamation ore recycling project; to increase the security of wastewater treatment works; stormwater 

Section 112 - Pilot Program for Alternative Water Source Projects

Authorizes $25 million for each fiscal years 2005 through 2007

Section 201 - Technical Assistance for Small Centers

Authorizes $2 million for each of fiscal years 2005 through 2009

Section 204 - Affordability

Inserts “or portion of a service area” into Section 1452 of the Safe Drinking Water Act

Section 207 - Other Authorized Activities

Inserts “(including implementation of source water protection plans)” into Section 1452 of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

Section 211 - Small Public Water System Assistance Program

Adds a new Section at the end of the Safe Drinking Water Act “Part G-Small Public Water System Assistance.” and provides a $200 million authorization for each of fiscal years 2005 through 2009.

Adds a Miscellaneous Title III 

Section 302 - Demonstration Grant Program for Water Quality Enhancement and Managment

Establishes a nationwide demonstration grant program to promote innovations in technology and alternative approaches to water quality management or water supply and to reduce costs to municipalities incurred in complying with the Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

It authorizes 10 projects a year to be selected by the Administrator for the following activities relating to water supply or water quality matters: excessive nutrient growth; urban or rural population pressure; lack of an alternative water supply; difficulties in water conservation and efficiency; lack of support tools and technologies to rehabilitate and replace water supplies; lack of monitoring and data analysis for water distribution systems; nonprofit source water pollution (including storm water); sanitary overflows; combined sewer overflows; problems with naturally occurring constituents of concern; problems with erosion and excess sediment; new approaches to water treatment, distribution, and collection systems; new methods for collecting and treating wastewater (including system design and non-structural alternatives).

The non-Federal share for cost sharing shall be not less than 20%. 

Creates a Research and Development provision with the intention of focusing on innovative or alternative technologies , approaches, practices, or methods to: increase the effectiveness and efficiency of public water supply systems, including - source water protection; water use reduction; water reuse; water treatment; water distribution and collection systems; and water security. It also encourages the use of innovative or alternative technologies or approaches relating to water supply or availability; or to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of treatment works, including - methods or collecting, treating, dispersing, reusing, reclaiming and recycling wastewater; system design, nonstructural alternatives, decentralized approaches; assessment; water efficiency; and wastewater security. 

It authorizes $20 million for each of the fiscal years 2005 through 2009 for the Research and Development program and the same amount for the rest of the title.

Section 303 - Cost of Service Study

Authorizes a study by the National Academy of Sciences on the means by which public water systems and treatment works meet the costs associated with operations, maintenance, capital replacement, and regulatory requirements. Authorizes $2 million for the study. 

Section 304 - Review of State Revolving Funds Process

Directs the Administrator to to identify ways to expedite and improve the application and review process for assistance from the Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act.

Title VII

Section 701 - Sewage Control Technology Grant Program

Authorizes a program to upgrade eligible facilities in the Arid Southwest with nutrient removal technologies. Provides that the Federal share shall not exceed 55%. And authorizes $100 million for each of fiscal years 2005 through 2009.

Section 309 - Special Water Resources Study.

Amends Section 101 of the Water Resources Planning Act by inserting “the Secretary of Homeland Security” and provides that the Council shall carry out a special water resources tudy to: use existing water assessments and conduct such additional assessments as aare necessary to project future water supply and demand; study water management programs used by the Federal Government, State and local governments, and private entities to increase water supplies and improve the availability, reliability, and quality of freshwater resources; consult with agencies and entities to develop recommendations consistent with laws (including treaties, decrees, and compacts) for a comprehensive water strategy.

Authorizes $9 million to remain available until expended to carry out the study.

