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Domenici Introduces Bill to Address Energy and Global Water Crisis
 
 

Washington, D.C. – Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee Chairman Pete V. Domenici today announced that he has introduced legislation that will utilize the expertise of Sandia, Los Alamos and other national laboratories to reinvigorate the nation’s investment in water technologies.

 

The Energy-Water Efficiency Technology Research, Development, and Transfer Program Act of 2005 would amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to create a new program within the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy at the Department of Energy.  Among the bill cosponsors are Senator Jeff Bingaman, the Energy Committee’s Ranking Member, Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-Tenn.), and Senator Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.).

 

The new DOE program would promote the research, development and commercialization of technology relating to the relationship between energy and water, including reducing water demand for energy production and developing new technologies to more efficiently use water, and develop technology to produce additional water for human use.

 

Sandia National Laboratories will be among the three lead national labs that will carry out the program.  Each of the three leading laboratories will be required to select a university partner for research.

 

“There is a clear nexus between energy consumption and water use.  Simply put, we must reduce water demand for energy production as well as more efficiently use water.  The lack of water is a crisis in New Mexico and throughout the entire world. This bill will create the framework for a concerted effort to develop and implement new technology that will benefit areas that need water across the globe,” Domenici said.

 

“Unfortunately, water-related research has decreased over the last 30 years.  We in the West face significant water issues and if we are going to adequately address them, we will need to make a substantial federal investment,” Bingaman said.  “This legislation will allow us to do the R&D needed to help New Mexico communities tackle their long-term needs.”

 

“The scarcity of clean drinking water is a great challenge facing both the United States and the world,” said Frist.  “As population growth and density drain current supplies and erode water purity, we must act swiftly to protect this most vital human need, our future depends on it.  I’m proud to cosponsor this legislation that focuses resources for research and development of technologies that will help expand water supplies at home and abroad.  I remain committed to an agenda that improves access to sustainable safe drinking water as a critical component for the peace and security of the world.”

 

Domenici recently unveiled a report by Sandia National Laboratories and the Center for Strategic and International Studies that identified a developing global water crisis.

 

The bill will direct the Secretary of Energy is directed to assess research being performed by other agencies, and creates an advisory panel to guide research priorities and identify potential legal issues.  It also will create a competitive grants program under which other laboratories, other agencies, and non-governmental organizations can compete for grants. 

 

Initially, the bill will provide $5 million for FY2006 to start the office, with plans to fund it as necessary in coming years.  
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