WESTCAS

Federal Register Notices, Through October 7, 2005

AGRICULTURE.  Rural Business-Cooperative Service.  Rural Utilities Service.  Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements Grant, Guaranteed Loan, and Direct Loan Program.  Final rule.  The Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS) is establishing a program for making grants, loan guarantees, and direct loans to farmers and ranchers (agricultural producers) or rural small businesses to purchase renewable energy systems and make energy efficiency improvements.  This program will help farmers, ranchers, and rural small businesses to reduce energy costs and consumption.  This rule is effective July 18, 2005.  FR  7/18/05  p.41264

NRC.  Public Meeting To Discuss the Safety Evaluation Report and Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed National Enrichment Facility in Lea County, NM.  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission will be holding a public meeting in the Eunice Community Center, Eunice, New Mexico, on August 2nd to discuss the Safety Evaluation Report and Final Environmental Impact Statement for Louisiana Energy Services' proposed National Enrichment Facility in Lea County, New Mexico.  Both documents are available on the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/   FR  7/19/05  p.41441

HOMELAND SECURITY.  Office of the Secretary.  Office of Research and Development; Proposed Federally Funded Research and Development Center; Notice No. 3.  The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) expects to sponsor a Federally Funded Research and Development Center (FFRDC) to address the need for scientific research to better anticipate, prevent, and mitigate the consequences of biological attacks.  The proposed FFRDC will be the National Biodefense Analysis and Countermeasures Center (NBACC).  This is the third of three notices which must be published over a 90 day period in order to advise the public of the agency's intention to sponsor an FFRDC.  The agency must receive comments on or before August 4, 2005.  FR  7/20/05  p.41777

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  California Bay-Delta Public Advisory Committee Charter Renewal.  Following consultation with the General Services Administration, notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Interior is renewing the charter for the California Bay-Delta Public Advisory Committee. The purpose of the Committee is to provide advice and recommendations to the Secretary on implementation of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program.  The Committee consists of 20 to 30 members who are appointed by the Secretary, in consultation with the Governor.  FR  7/21/05  p.42100

EPA.  National Drinking Water Advisory Council Request for Nominations for the Working Group on Public Education Requirements of the Lead and Copper Rule.  Notice.  The EPA is announcing the formation of a Working Group of the National Drinking Water Advisory Council on the Public Education Requirements of the Lead and Copper Rule (WGPE) and soliciting all interested persons to nominate qualified individuals to serve a one-year term.  Any interested person or organization may nominate qualified individuals for membership on the working group.  Submit nominations via U.S. mail on or before August 22, 2005.  FR  7/22/05  p.42317

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION, U.S. AND MEXICO.  Notice of Availability of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) for Clean Water Act (CWA) compliance at the South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant in San Diego County, CA.  A copy of the FSEIS is available at http://www.ibwc.state.gov  Written comments are requested by August 24, 2005.  FR  7/22/05  p.42379

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Quarterly Status Report of Water Service, Repayment, and Other Water-Related Contract Negotiations.  Notice is hereby given of contractual actions that have been proposed to the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and are new, modified, discontinued, or completed since the last publication of this notice on April 19, 2005 [see SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section in this Notice].  FR  7/22/05  p.42377

EPA.  Approval and Promulgation of State Implementation Plans for Air Quality Planning Purposes; California--South Coast and Coachella.  Proposed rule.  EPA is proposing to approve state implementation plan (SIP) revisions submitted by the State of California to provide for attainment of the particulate matter (PM-10) national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) in the Los Angeles-South Coast Air Basin and the Coachella Valley Area.  FR  7/28/05  p.43663  

EPA.  Notice of Availability: Tribal Drinking Water Operator Certification Program Final Guidelines.  EPA is announcing the availability of the Tribal Drinking Water Operator Certification Program (Program) Final Guidelines. EPA established the Program to further protect public health by providing operators of drinking water systems in Indian country additional training and certification opportunities for community and non-transient non-community drinking water systems.  The guidelines are also available on the EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water Web site at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/tribal.html  

FR  7/29/05  p.43868
INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  ENERGY.  FERC.  Battle Creek Salmon and Steelhead Restoration Project, Tehama and Shasta Counties, CA.  Notice of availability of the Final Environmental Impact Statement / Environmental Impact Report.  The Restoration Project proposed action considered by the lead agencies is the five-dam removal alternative that includes the decommissioning and removal of five small hydropower diversion dams, construction of new fish screens at the intakes and fish ladders at three other dams, and the modification of several hydropower facilities to ensure continued hydropower operations. No decision will be made on the proposed action until 30 days after the release of the Final EIS/EIR, available online at http://www.usbr.gov/mp/battlecreek/documents.html  FR  7/29/05  p.43862
INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat for the California Tiger Salamander in Sonoma County.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposes to designate critical habitat for the California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense) pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).  In total, approximately 74,223 acres fall within the boundaries of the proposed critical habitat designation in Sonoma County, California. FWS will accept comments from all interested parties until October 3, 2005.  We will hold a public hearing on September 8, 2005, at the Flamingo Hotel in Santa Rosa, California.  FR  8/02/05  p.44301

INTERIOR, Fish and Wildlife Service.  Notice of Scoping Meetings and Intent To Prepare an Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Designation of a Nonessential Experimental Population of Rio Grande Silvery Minnow.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is providing notice to advise the public that a draft environmental assessment will be prepared, pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in conjunction with a proposed rule to establish a Nonessential Experimental Population (NEP) of Rio Grande silvery minnow in the Rio Grande River in Big Bend National Park and the Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River in Texas.  FR  8/03/05  p.44681

EPA. Tribal Education Outreach on Lead Poisoning Baseline Assessment of Tribal Children’s Existing and Potential Exposure and Risks Associated With Lead.  EPA is announcing the availability of additional information and an extension of the application deadline for a Notice of Funding Availability for Tribal Educational Outreach on Lead Poisoning and Baseline Assessment of Tribal Children's Existing and Potential Exposure and Risks Associated With Lead, that was published in the Federal Register on Thursday, June 30, 2005. You may access the full text of the updated grant announcement at http://www.epa.gov/lead, under the “Lead In The News” July 2005 section and also at http://www.grants.gov   FR  8/1/2005  pp. 44096

EPA.  Description of Collaboration With the Environmental Council of the States Regarding National Environmental Performance Track and State Performance-Based Environmental Leadership Programs.  This notice describes and seeks public comment about a collaborative effort between EPA and the Environmental Council of the States (ECOS).  EPA will convene a public meeting on October 19, 2005, in Chicago, Illinois, to solicit stakeholder input on the preliminary results of these collaborations.  FR  8/04/05  p.44921

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Notice of a Meeting of the Klamath Fishery Management Council.  This notice announces a meeting of the Klamath Fishery Management Council on Oct. 18th and 19th in Klamath Falls, Oregon.  The meeting is open to the public.  On the first day of this meeting, the Klamath Fishery Management Council will hear technical reports and discuss Klamath River salmon management. On the second day, the Klamath Fishery Management Council will join a meeting of the Klamath River Basin Fisheries Task Force to hear reports on the status of fish health and habitat in the Klamath River.  FR  8/04/05  p.44938

COMMERCE.  NOAA.  National Marine Fisheries Service.  Notice of intent to conduct public scoping and prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for the Santa Clara Valley Water District Fisheries and Aquatic Habitat Collaborative Effort.  The project/proposed action is also known as “FAHCE” (Fisheries and Aquatic Habitat Collaborative Effort).  The NMFS is the lead agency for this EIS, and the USFWS and the Corps are cooperating agencies. The District, a local public water agency, is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Written and oral comments may be submitted at a public scoping meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 9, 2005 in San Jose, CA.  Written comments may be submitted on or before September 15, 2005.  FR  8/04/05  p.44897

ENERGY.  Remediation of the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings Final Environmental Impact Statement.  The FEIS analyzes the potential environmental impacts associated with remediating contaminated soils, tailings, and ground water at the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings Site (Moab site), Grand County, Utah, and contaminated soils in adjacent public and private properties (vicinity properties) near the Moab site.  Copies of the FEIS is available on the project Web site at http://gj.em.doe.gov/moab/eis/feis.htm   FR  8/5/05  p.45380

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Rate Adjustments for Indian Irrigation Projects.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs owns, or has an interest in, irrigation facilities located on various Indian reservations throughout the United States.  We are required to establish rates to recover the costs to administer, operate, maintain, and rehabilitate those facilities.  We are notifying you that we have adjusted the irrigation assessment rates at several of our irrigation facilities for operation and maintenance.  The irrigation assessment rates shown in the tables [se FR Notice] were effective on January 1, 2005.”  FR  8/08/05  p.45740

EPA.  Public Water System Supervision Program Revision for the State of Montana.  Notice.  The State of Montana has revised its Public Water System Supervision (PWSS) Primacy Program by adopting federal regulations for the Arsenic Rule, Consumer Confidence Report Rule (CCR), Stage 1 Disinfectants/Disinfection Byproducts Rule (D/DBPR), Filter Backwash and Recycling Rule (FBRR), Interim Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (IESWTR), Lead and Copper Rule Minor Revisions (LCRMR), Long-Term 1 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (LT1), Public Notification Rule (PNR), Radionuclides Rule, and Variances and Exemptions Rule.  FR  8/09/05  p.46173

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Listing Roswell springsnail, Koster's springsnail, Noel's amphipod, and Pecos assiminea as Endangered With Critical Habitat.  Final rule.  These four invertebrates occur at sinkholes, springs, and associated spring runs and wetland habitats.  They are found at one site in Chaves County, New Mexico, and Pecos assiminea is also found at one site in Pecos County, Texas, and one site in Reeves County, Texas.  This final rule is effective September 8, 2005.  FR  8/09/05  p.46303

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  The Statement of Organization, Functions, and Delegations of Authority for the CDC is amended to reflect the establishment of the Coordinating Officer for Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response (COTPER), whose mission is to protect health and enhance the potential for full, satisfying and productive living across the lifespan of all people in all communities related to community preparedness and response.  FR  8/10/05  p.46527

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Final Designation of Critical Habitat for Four Vernal Pool Crustaceans and Eleven Vernal Pool Plants in California and Southern Oregon; Evaluation of Economic Exclusions From August 2003 Final Designation.  A total of approximately 858,846 acres of land are now designated critical habitat.  This reflects exclusion of lands from the final designation for economic reasons.  This rule becomes effective on September 12, 2005.  The final rule, economic analysis, and map will also be available via the Internet at http://sacramento.fws.gov/  

FR  8/11/05  p.46923

EPA.  This notice announces the availability of Guidance for 2006 Assessment, Listing, and Reporting Requirements Pursuant to Sections 303(d), 305(b) and 314 of the Clean Water Act.  This biennial guidance is for states, territories, authorized tribes, and interstate commissions that help states prepare and submit section 305(b) reports to EPA.  The objective of this guidance is to provide jurisdictions a recommended reporting format and suggested content to be used in developing a single document that integrates the reporting requirements of sections 303(d), 305(b), and 314. The guidance is effective August 12, 2005.  The Guidance for 2006 is available on the EPA web site at: http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/2006IRG      

FR  8/12/05  p.47200
INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Proposed Designation of Critical Habitat for the Pacific Coast Population of the Western Snowy Plover.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announces the availability of the draft economic analysis for the proposal to designate critical habitat for the Pacific coast distinct population segment of the western snowy plover under the Endangered Species Act of 1973.  The draft economic analysis finds that, over the next 20 years, costs associated with western snowy plover conservation activities are forecast to range from $272.8 to $645.3 million.  Comments must be submitted on or before 30 days after publication of this notice.  Copies of the draft economic analysis at: http://www.fws.gov/pacific/sacramento/default.htm     FR  8/16/05  p.48094

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  This notice announces the availability of the draft National Management Plan for the Genus Caulerpa for public review and comment. The draft was prepared by the Caulerpa Working Group of the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force, as authorized by the Non-indigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990.  Comments should be received by September 16, 2005.  The document is available on our Web page at http://www.fws.gov/contaminants/Library.cfm   FR  8/17/05  p.48433
HOMELAND SECURITY.  Emergency Preparedness and Response Directorate.  Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Final rule.  This rule identifies communities, where the sale of flood insurance had been authorized under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) that are scheduled for suspension on the effective dates listed within this rule because of noncompliance with the floodplain management requirements of the program.  The effective date of each community's scheduled suspension is the third date listed in the third column of the following tables [see Notice].  FR  8/18/05  p.48481

EPA.  Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation (UCMR) for Public Water Systems Revisions.  Proposed rule.  The Safe Drinking Water Act requires the EPA to establish criteria for a program to monitor unregulated contaminants and to publish a list of contaminants to be monitored every five years.  EPA published such a list for the first Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Regulation cycle (UCMR 1) in the FR dated September 17, 1999.  Today's action proposes the design for the second UCMR cycle.  EPA is proposing to require monitoring of 26 chemicals using nine different analytical methods.  Written comments must be postmarked by midnight, delivered by hand, or electronically mailed on or before October 21, 2005.  FR  8/22/05  p.49093

ENERGY.  Environmental Management Site-Specific Advisory Board, Northern New Mexico.  Notice of open meeting.  This notice announces a meeting of the Environmental Management Site-Specific Advisory Board (EMSSAB), Northern New Mexico on Wednesday, September 28, 2005, 1 p.m.-8:30 p.m. at the Santa Fe Community College.  FR  8/23/05  p.49265

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat for the California Tiger Salamander, Central Population.  Final rule.  We, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, are designating critical habitat for the Central population of the California tiger salamander pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. In total, approximately 199,109 acres fall within the boundaries of the critical habitat designation.  The critical habitat is located within 19 counties in California.  This rule becomes effective on September 22, 2005.  FR  8/23/05  p.49380

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Central Valley Project Improvement Act, Criteria for Evaluating Water Conservation Plans.  Notice.  The CVPIA requires Reclamation to evaluate, and revise if necessary, the Criteria every 3 years.  Reclamation is publishing this notice to allow the public to comment on the revised 2005 draft Criteria.  A copy of the draft revision can be found at the following Web site: http://www.usbr.gov/mp/watershare/documents/2005DraftCriteria.pdf  

All public comments must be received by September 30, 2005.  FR  8/24/05  p.49679

EPA.  Notice of a Public Meeting on Designated Uses and Use Attainability Analyses.  The EPA is holding a public meeting on September 20 and 21, 2005 in Atlanta, GA to discuss designated uses and use attainability analyses.  The meeting is co-sponsored with the Water Environment Federation (WEF).  The primary goals of the meeting are to help educate the public on current water quality standards regulations, guidance and practices related to designated uses and use attainability analyses, and to provide a forum for the public to join in discussions, ask questions, and provide feedback.  FR  8/25/05  p.49921

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Indian Gaming.  This notice publishes approval of the Tribal-State Compact between the State of New Mexico and the Pueblo of Pojoaque.  Effective Date: August 25, 2005.  This Compact authorizes the Pueblo of Pojoaque of New Mexico to engage in certain Class III gaming activities on Indian lands.  This compact is identical to the other New Mexico compacts that were approved by the Department in 2001.  FR  8/25/05  p.49942

EPA.  Notice of Availability of Preliminary 2006 Effluent Guidelines Program Plan.  Today's notice (18 pages) first presents EPA's 2005 review of its existing effluent guidelines and pretreatment standards.  It also presents EPA's evaluation of categories of indirect dischargers without pretreatment standards to identify potential new categories for pretreatment standards. If you wish to comment on any portion of this notice, EPA must receive your comments by October 28, 2005.  EPA will conduct a public meeting on 20 September 2005 (see the Notice for time and location).  FR 8/29/05  p.51042

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Listing the Gila Chub as Endangered With Critical Habitat.  Notice of availability of draft economic analysis and draft environmental assessment, reopening of public comment period, notice of public hearings, and updated legal descriptions for critical habitat units.  Comments must be submitted directly to the Service (see ADDRESSES section) on or before September 30, 2005, or at the public Hearings on September 13, 14, or 15 2005.  Copies of the proposed rule, draft economic analysis, and draft environmental assessment are available at http://arizonaes.fws.gov/  FR  8/31/05  p. 51732

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Proposed Designation of Critical Habitat for spreading navarretia.  Proposed rule; reopening of public comment period and notice of availability of draft economic analysis.  We are reopening the comment period to allow all interested parties an opportunity to comment simultaneously on the proposed rule and the associated draft economic analysis.  We will accept public comments and information until September 14, 2005.  FR  8/31/05  p.51742

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Proposed Designation of Critical Habitat for the San Jacinto Valley crownscale.  Proposed rule; reopening of public comment period and notice of availability of draft economic analysis.  We will accept public comments and information until September 14, 2005.  
FR  8/31/05  p. 51739

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Carlsbad Project, New Mexico.  Notice of Availability and Notice of Public Meetings for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Carlsbad Project Water Operations and Water Supply Conservation.  A 60-day public review period commences with the publication of this notice.  Written comments on the DEIS should be submitted no later than October 31, 2005.  Reclamation will conduct four public meetings to obtain public input on the DEIS.  The DEIS is also available on the Internet at the following Web address: http://www.usbr.gov/uc/albuq/library/eis/carlsbad/carlsbad.html  FR  9/01/05  p.52121

COMMERCE.  NOAA.  National Marine Fisheries Service.  Endangered and Threatened Species; Designation of Critical Habitat for Seven Evolutionarily Significant Units of Pacific Salmon and Steelhead in California.  Final rule.  We, the NMFS, are issuing a final rule designating critical habitat for two Evolutionarily Significant Units of Chinook salmon and five ESUs of Steelhead listed as of the date of this designation under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.  The specific areas designated in the rule text set out below include approximately 8,935 net miles of riverine habitat and 470 Square miles of estuarine habitat (primarily in San Francisco-San Pablo-Suisun Bays) in California.  This rule becomes effective January 2, 2006.  The final rule, maps, and other materials relating to these designations can be found on our Web site at http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov  FR  9/02/05  p.52487

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY.  Notice of Meeting of the President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology on September 20, 2005 in Washington, DC.  The meeting will be held in Room 100 of the National Academies Keck Center.  Further details on the meeting agenda will be posted on the PCAST Web site at: http://www.ostp.gov/PCAST/pcast.html    FR  9/06/05  p.53029

COMMERCE.  NOAA.  National Marine Fisheries Service.   Endangered and Threatened Species; Designation of Critical Habitat for 12 Evolutionarily Significant Units of West Coast Salmon and Steelhead in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho; Final Rule.  We, the NMFS, are issuing a final rule designating critical habitat for 12 Evolutionarily Significant Units of West Coast salmon and steelhead listed as of the date of this designation under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.  The specific areas designated in the rule include approximately 20,630 miles of lake, riverine, and estuarine habitat in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, as well as approximately 2,312 miles of marine nearshore habitat in Puget Sound, Washington.  This rule becomes effective January 2, 2006.  The final rule, maps, and other materials relating to these designations can be found on our website at http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/1salmon/salmesa/crithab/CHsite.htm  FR  9/02/05  p.52629

EPA.  Protections for Subjects in Human Research.  Proposed rule.  EPA proposes and invites public comment on a rulemaking to ban intentional dosing human testing for pesticides when the subjects are pregnant women or children, to formalize and further strengthen existing protections for subjects in human research conducted or supported by EPA, and to extend new protections to adult subjects in intentional dosing human studies for pesticides conducted by others who intend to submit the research to EPA. This proposal, the first of several possible Agency actions, focuses on third-party intentional dosing human studies for pesticides, but invites public comment on alternative approaches with broader scope.  Comments must be received on or before December 12, 2005.  FR  9/12/05  p.53838

EPA.  Clean Water Act Section 303(d): Availability of List Decisions.  This action announces the availability of EPA decisions identifying water quality limited segments and associated pollutants in Nevada to be listed pursuant to Clean Water Act Section 303(d)(2), and requests public comment. [Section 303(d)(2) requires that states submit and EPA approve or disapprove lists of waters for which existing technology-based pollution controls are not stringent enough to attain or maintain state water quality standards and for which total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) must be prepared.]  Comments must be submitted to EPA on or before October 13, 2005.  Copies of the proposed decisions for Nevada:  http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/tmdl/index.html   FR  9/13/05  p.54051

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Public Conduct on Bureau of Reclamation Facilities, Lands, and Waterbodies.  The Bureau of Reclamation is issuing this proposed rulemaking to establish regulations regarding public access to and conduct on all Reclamation projects, waters, and real property subject to the jurisdiction or administration of Reclamation or in its custody.  Reclamation is required by law to issue this rule in order to maintain law and order and protect persons and property on its projects.  This proposed rule would supersede the existing Public Conduct rule, and amend provisions located elsewhere to ensure consistency.  Reclamation must receive any comments on this proposed rulemaking no later than November 14, 2005.  FR  9/13/05  p.54214

EPA.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is announcing the first public meeting of the Working Group of the National Drinking Water Advisory Council (NDWAC) on the Public Education Requirements of the Lead and Copper Rule (WGPE).  The purpose of this meeting is to provide an opportunity for the WGPE members to begin discussions on the public education requirements of the Lead and Copper Rule.  The first meeting of the WGPE will be held in Washington, DC on October 5th and 6th.  FR  9/14/05  p.54375

LABOR.  Employment Standards Administration; Wage and Hour Division Minimum Wages for Federal and Federally Assisted Construction; General Wage Determination Decisions.  General wage determination issued under the Davis-Bacon and related act are available electronically at no cost on the Government Printing Office site at http://www.access.gpo.gov/davisbacon   FR  9/16/05  p.54771

EPA.  National Pollution Prevention and Toxics Advisory Committee (NPPTAC); Interim Ad Hoc Nanotechnology Work Group; Notice of Public Meeting.  EPA gives notice of an all day meeting of the National Pollution Prevention and Toxics Advisory Committee (NPPTAC) Interim Ad Hoc Nanotechnology Work Group.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss issues regarding a potential voluntary pilot program for nanoscale materials that are existing chemical substances and consideration of relevant issues related to nanoscale materials under the Toxics Substances Control Act (TSCA). The meeting will be held on September 29, 2005.  FR  9/16/05  p.54740

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Proposed Establishment of a Nonessential Experimental Population of Northern Aplomado Falcons in Southern New Mexico and Arizona.  Proposed rule; reopening of public comment period, notice of public hearings, and notice of availability of draft monitoring plan for an experimental population of northern aplomado falcons into their historic habitat in southern New Mexico and Arizona.  Comments must be submitted directly to the Service on or before November 15, 2005.  We will hold two public hearings on October 11th and 12th.  FR  9/16/05  p.54701

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION.  Advisory Committee for Environmental Research and Education; Notice of Open Meeting.  Dates: October 19 and 20, 2005, at the National Science Foundation in Arlington, VA.  FR  9/16/05  p.54776

EPA.  Science Advisory Board Staff Office; Notification of Advisory Meeting of the Science Advisory Board; Regulatory Environmental Modeling (REM) Guidance Review Panel.  The Panel will hold two public teleconferences on Oct. 12th and 13th to discuss its draft peer review report of the Agency's Draft Guidance on the Development, Evaluation, and Application of Regulatory Environmental Models, dated November 2003, and the Models Knowledge Base related to modeling activity within the EPA.   FR  9/19/05  54923

ENERGY.  Office of Policy and International Affairs.  Guidelines for Voluntary Greenhouse Gas Reporting.  Delay of effective date.  The DOE published interim final General Guidelines for its Voluntary Reporting of Greenhouse Gases Program on March 24, 2005… DOE today is delaying until June 1, 2006 the effective date of the guidelines to address the comments received by DOE in response to the March 24, 2005 Federal Register notice and to align the effective date with the likely availability of final reporting forms being developed by the Energy Information Administration.  FR  9/19/05  p.54835

HOMELAND SECURITY.  Preparedness and Response Directorate.  FEMA.  Fee Schedule for Processing Requests for Map Changes, for Flood Insurance Study Backup Data, and for National Flood Insurance Program Map and Insurance Products.  Notice.  The revised fee schedules are effective for all requests dated October 30, 2005, or later.  For more information on the map and insurance products available from the MSC, interested parties are invited to visit the MSC Web site at http://store.msc.fema.gov  FR  9/19/05  p.54955

INTERIOR.  U.S. Geological Survey.  Scientific Earthquake Studies Advisory Committee.  Notice of meeting.  Pursuant to Public Act 106-503, the Scientific Earthquake Studies Advisory Committee (SESAC) will hold its eleventh meeting in Seattle, Washington from September 27 - 29.  The Committee will review the overall direction of the U.S. Geological Survey's Earthquake Hazards Program in the current and next fiscal years with particular focus on the Program's activities in the Pacific Northwest.  Meetings of the Scientific Earthquake Studies Advisory Committee are open to the public.  FR  9/19/05  p.54959 

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.  National Institutes of Health.  Potential Privatization of the Journal “Environmental Health Perspectives”; Request for Comment.  For several decades, NIEHS has published Environmental Health Perspectives, a leading biomedical publication in the field of environmental health science, to provide a forum for research in environmental health science.  NIEHS is now considering new channels to inform scientists, clinicians, patients, families, and the general public about environmental health research findings. NIEHS is exploring web-based and other methods to disseminate such information and anticipates development of a new system to communicate important recent findings in a timely and efficient manner.  NIEHS has not reached a final decision about potential privatization of EHP.  Comments must be received by October 28, 2005.  Comments should be submitted at http://www.niehs.nih.gov/external/ehp/home.htm  FR  9/19/05  p.54951

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Agency Information Collection Activities; Comment Request.  In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the Bureau of Reclamation intends to submit a request for renewal of an existing approved information collection to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB): Crop Acreage and Yields and Water Distribution (Water User Crop Census Report [Form 7-332], and Crop and Water Data [Form 7-2045]), OMB Control Number: 1006-0001.  We request your comments on the proposed forms and specific aspects of this information collection.  Respondents: Irrigators and water user entities in the 17 Western states who receive irrigation water service from Bureau of Reclamation facilities.  Also included are entities who receive other water services, such as municipal and industrial water through Bureau of Reclamation facilities.  Your written comments must be received on or before November 18, 2005.  FR  9/19/05  p.54960

D.O.E.  Office of Environmental Management.  Record of Decision for the Remediation of the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings, Grand and San Juan Counties, UT.  The Department of Energy announces its decision to implement the preferred alternatives identified in the Remediation of the Moab Uranium Mill Tailings, Grand and San Juan Counties, Utah, Final Environmental Impact Statement.  By implementing the preferred alternatives, DOE will remove the uranium mill tailings and other contaminated material from the Moab milling site and nearby off-site properties and relocate them at the Crescent Junction site, using predominantly rail transportation.  DOE will also implement active ground water remediation at the Moab milling site.  The Final EIS is available, and this ROD will be available, on the DOE NEPA Web site, at http://www.eh.doe.gov/nepa/documents.html   FR  9/21/05  p.55358

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Notice of Availability of the Barton Springs Salamander Recovery Plan.  The Service announces the availability of the approved Barton Springs Salamander Recovery Plan. The Barton Springs salamander is known to occur near four spring outlets that collectively make up Barton Springs in Austin, Texas. Habitat loss and modification from water quality and water quantity degradation are the primary threats facing the species.  The Recovery Plan outlines the necessary criteria, objectives, and tasks to reduce these threats and accomplish the goal of delisting the Barton Springs salamander.  The Recovery Plan may be obtained from the Internet at: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/recovery/   FR  9/21/05  p.55412

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Land Management.  Notice of Availability of the Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan for the Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area.  The Nevada State Director will sign the ROD/RMP, which becomes effective immediately.  The RMP describes the actions to conserve, protect, and enhance the endangered species, wilderness characteristics, unique geological, archeological, ecological, cultural, and recreation resources that are encompassed within the RRCNCA for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.  Copies of the ROD/RMP are available via the Internet at: http://www.nv.blm.gov/vegas   FR  9/21/05  p.55413

COMMERCE.  NOAA. Pacific Fishery Management Council; Joint Salmon Technical Team and Scientific and Statistical Committee Salmon Subcommittee Work Session to Review Proposed Salmon Methodology Changes.  The Pacific Fishery Management Council's Salmon Technical Team and Salmon Subcommittee will hold a joint work session, which is open to the public on October 12, in Portland, Oregon.  FR  9/22/05  p.55617

EPA.  Science Advisory Board Staff Office; Notification of Upcoming SAB Ecological Processes and Effects Committee Meeting To Review the EPA Region 6 Geographic Information System Screening Tool (GISST) on December 7-8 in Dallas, TX.  [The GISST is an environmental assessment tool developed to provide a systematic approach to considering single media and cumulative impacts in making decisions concerning complex projects, such as those subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The GISST uses geographic information system coverages and environmental and socioeconomic data to provide screening level assessments of the potential environmental vulnerabilities of project locations or the impacts of specified activities.   The GISST User's Manual is available at:  http://www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6en/xp/enxp2a3.htm  FR  9/22/05  p.55620

THE PRESIDENT.  Presidential Documents.  Notice of September 21, 2005 - Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support Terrorism.  

“On September 23, 2001, by Executive Order 13224, I declared a national emergency with respect to persons who commit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism,  pursuant to the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706).  I took this action to deal with the unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States….”   FR  9/22/05  p.55701

HOMELAND SECURITY.  Emergency Preparedness and Response Directorate.  FEMA.  National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP); Assistance to Private Sector Property Insurers.  Each year FEMA is required by the Write-Your-Own (WYO) program Financial Assistance/Subsidy Arrangement to notify the private insurance companies and make available to the Companies the terms for subscription or re-subscription to the Arrangement.  In keeping with that requirement, this notice provides the terms to the Companies to subscribe or re-subscribe to the Arrangement.  FR  9/23/05  p.55915
ENERGY.  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  Repeal of the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935 and Enactment of the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 2005.  Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.  The Commission seeks public comment on the rules proposed herein.  Comments are due October 14, 2005 and may be filed electronically via the Commission's Web site at http://www.ferc.gov   FR  9/23/05  p.55805
INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat for the Bull Trout.  Final rule.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has designated critical habitat for the Klamath River, Columbia River, Jarbidge River, Coastal-Puget Sound, and Saint Mary-Belly River populations of bull trout in the coterminous United States pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.  This final designation totals approximately 3,828 miles of streams, 143,218 acres of lakes in Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington, and 985 mi of shoreline paralleling marine habitat in Washington.  This rule becomes effective October 26, 2005.  The final rule, economic analyses, and maps are available via the Internet at http://pacific.fws.gov/bulltrout/   

FR  9/26/05  p.56211

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Advisory Council.  Notice of public meeting.  The Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Advisory Council was established by the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Act of 1974 to receive reports and advise federal agencies on implementing the Act. In accordance with the Federal Advisory Committee Act, the Bureau of Reclamation announces that the Council will conduct its annual meeting on October 25, 2005 in Riverside, California at the Mission Inn.  The meeting of the Council is open to the public.   FR  9/27/05  p.56488 
INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Proposed Designation of Critical Habitat for Coachella Valley milk-vetch.  Proposed rule; reopening of public comment period and notice of availability of draft economic analysis of the proposed designation of critical habitat.  We are reopening the comment period to allow all interested parties an opportunity to comment simultaneously on the proposed rule and the associated draft economic analysis.  We will accept public comments and information until October 27, 2005.   FR  9/27/05  p.56434

EPA.  Draft All-Ages Lead Model.  Notice of external review draft for public review and comment.  EPA’s Office of Research and Development's National Center for Environmental Assessment is announcing the availability of an external review draft of the newly developed All-Ages Lead Model (AALM) Version 1.05, for public review and comment. EPA is releasing this draft model solely for the purpose of pre-dissemination peer review under applicable information quality guidelines.  This model has not been formally disseminated by EPA.  It does not represent and should not be construed to represent any Agency policy or determination.  The period for submission of comments on the external review draft of the AALM ends October 27, 2005.   FR  9/27/05  p.56447

ENERGY.  Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability.  INTERIOR.  Bureau of Land Management.  Notice of Intent To Prepare a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, Amend Relevant Agency Land Use Plans, Conduct Public Scoping Meetings, and Notice of Floodplain and Wetlands Involvement.  Public Law 109-58 (H.R. 6), enacted August 8, 2005, directs the Secretaries of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, and the Interior to designate under their respective authorities corridors on Federal land in the 11 Western States for oil, gas and hydrogen pipelines and electricity transmission and distribution facilities.  A complete description of the proposed action (and eventually a complete transcript of the public scoping meetings will be retained by the Agencies and made available to the public for review) on the project Web site at:  http://corridoreis.anl.gov   FR  9/28/05  p.56647

INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.   Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat for the Pacific Coast Population of the Western Snowy Plover.  Final rule.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is designating critical habitat for the Pacific coast population of the western snowy plover pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.  In total, approximately 12,145 acres fall within the boundaries of the critical habitat designation. The critical habitat is located within 3 states, and a total of 20 counties.  This rule becomes effective on October 31, 2005.  The final rule, economic analysis, and supporting Geographic Information System (GIS) reports will be available via the Internet at http://www.fws.gov/pacific/sacramento/default.htm   FR  9/29/05  p.56969

EPA.  Office of Environmental Education; Environmental Education Grants Program Solicitation Notice for 2006.  New Announcement.  Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance: 66.951.  Application Deadline: The closing date and time for receipt of Applications is November 23, 2005, 5 p.m.  FR  9/30/05  p.57278

EPA.  Forum on State and Tribal Toxics Action; Notice of Public Meeting.  EPA is announcing the meeting of the Forum on State and Tribal Toxics Action (FOSTTA) to enable state and tribal leaders to collaborate with EPA on environmental protection and pollution prevention issues.  Representatives and invited guests of the Chemical Information and Management Project (CIMP), the Pollution Prevention (P2) Project, and the Tribal Affairs Project (TAP), components of FOSTTA, will be meeting October 17-18, 2005.  FR  9/30/05  p.57291

EPA.  Science Advisory Board Staff Office; Notification of an Upcoming Meeting of the Science Advisory Board Committee on Valuing the Protection of Ecological Systems and Services (C-VPESS) to discuss a draft advisory and initial committee work on methods for valuing the protection of ecological systems and services.  Dates:  October 25-26, 2005.  FR  9/30/05  p.57293

COMMERCE.  NOAA.  Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR).  The Argo Project: Global Ocean Observations for Understanding and Prediction of Climate Variability.  Notice of request for proposals.  The purpose of this notice is to advise the public that the OAR is entertaining preliminary proposals (Letters of Intent) and subsequently full proposals for sustaining (e.g., deployment, data management, technology infusion) the U.S. contribution to the global Argo array of profiling floats and develop the technology, principles and protocols to transition Argo to pre-operational status. It is expected that approximately $9,200,000 annually will be available for the project.  FR  9/30/05  p.57476

INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Colorado River Reservoir Operations: Development of Lower Basin Shortage Guidelines and Coordinated Management Strategies for Lake Powell and Lake Mead Under Low Reservoir Conditions.  Notice of intent to prepare an environmental impact statement and notice to solicit comments and hold public scoping meetings on the development of Lower Basin shortage guidelines and coordinated management strategies for the operation of Lake Powell and Lake Mead under low reservoir conditions.  FR  9/30/05  p.57322

PACIFIC NORTHWEST ELECTRIC POWER AND CONSERVATION PLANNING COUNCIL.  Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program Sub-basin Plan Amendments.  Notice of final adoption of the sub-basin plan amendments to the Council's Columbia River Basin and Wildlife Program.  The program must be designed to protect, mitigate and enhance the fish and wildlife affected by the development and operation of the hydroelectric facilities of the Columbia River and its tributaries, while also assuring the region of an adequate, efficient, economical and reliable power supply.  The sub-basin plans amended into the program at: http://www.nwcouncil.org/fw/subbasinplanning/Default.htm
FR  10/04/05  p.57629

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-19760.htm
INTERIOR.  National Park Service.  Bureau of Reclamation Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Clean Water Coalition Systems Conveyance and Operations Program; Lake Mead National Recreation Area; Clark County, NV; Notice of Availability.  “…The three action alternatives include an Effluent Interceptor (EI) and Lake Conveyance System (LCS) that would collect and convey the highly treated effluent from the three treatment facilities to the Las Vegas Wash at a point upstream of Lake Las Vegas or to Lake Mead.  The action alternatives would allow for flexible management of the highly treated effluent.  A controlled amount of effluent would continue to be discharged to the Las Vegas Wash at each facility or at the EI Terminus.”  Copies of the Draft SCOP EIS may be obtained at: http://www.cleanwatercoalition.com     FR  10/05/05  p.58237

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-19960.htm
EPA.  AAPCO/SFJREG WC WQ/PD and POM Joint Meeting.  Notice.  The Association of American Pesticide Control Officials(AAPCO)/State FIFRA Issues Research and Evaluation Group (SFIREG) Working Committees on Water Quality and Pesticide Disposal (WC/WQPD)and Pesticide Operations and Management Working Committee (POM) will hold a joint 1-day meeting on October 31, 2005 and simultaneously the two committees will hold separate meetings on November 1, 2005.  At the Doubletree Hotel, 300 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, Virginia.   FR  10/06/05  p.58406

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-20099.htm
INTERIOR.  Fish and Wildlife Service.  Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Proposed Designation of Critical Habitat for Thread-Leaved Brodiaea.  Proposed rule; reopening of public comment period and notice of availability of draft economic analysis.  Comments previously submitted on this proposed rule need not be resubmitted as they have already been incorporated into the public record and will be fully considered in our final determination.  We will accept public comments and information until October 20, 2005.  

FR  10/06/05  p.58361

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-20050.htm
INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Safety Modifications for Folsom Dam and Appurtenant Structures (Folsom Safety of Dams Project)-- Sacramento, El Dorado, and Placer Counties, CA.  Notice of intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement and notice of public scoping meetings.  Engineering, Economic, and Environmental studies are being conducted to help determine reasonable design alternatives. Information gathered from the EIS process will be used in conjunction with engineering and economic principles to determine preferred alternatives.   FR  10/06/05  p.58469

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-20051.htm
ENERGY.  FERC.  Transactions Subject to FPA Section 203.   Notice of proposed rulemaking.  FERC is proposing rules and amendments to the Commission's regulations to implement amended section 203 of the Federal Power Act (FPA). The Commission seeks public comment on the rules and amended regulations proposed herein.  Comments are due November 7, 2005 and may be filed electronically via the Commission's Web site at: http://www.ferc.gov    

FR  10/07/05  p.58636

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-20311.htm
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION.  Notice of Availability and Request for Comments on the Draft Environmental Assessment for Construction of Northern Arizona University's Merriam-Powell Research Station at The Arboretum at Flagstaff, Flagstaff, Arizona.  Written comments on this notice must be postmarked by November 7, 2005.  The Draft EA is also available at http://www.nsf.gov/bio/pubs/reports/ea_mprs.doc   FR  10/07/05  p.58756

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-20149.htm
INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Humboldt Project Conveyance, Pershing, Churchill and Lander Counties, NV.  Notice of availability of the final environmental impact statement (FEIS).  The FEIS assesses the impacts of conveying title of the Humboldt Project and associated lands to the Pershing County Water Conservation District (PCWCD), State of Nevada, Lander County and Pershing County.  Reclamation will not make a decision on the proposed action until at least 30 days after release of the FEIS. At the end of the 30-day period, Reclamation will complete a Record of Decision (ROD).  The FEIS is accessible from the following Web site: http://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_projdetails.cfm?Project_ID=550
FR  10/07/05  p.58744

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-20187.htm
INTERIOR.  Bureau of Reclamation.  Shasta Lake Water Resources Investigation, Shasta and Tehama Counties, CA.  Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and notice of public scoping meetings.  A series of public scoping meetings will be held to solicit public input on the scope of the environmental document, alternatives, concerns, and issues to be addressed in the EIS.  The meeting dates are as follows… (see FR Notice).  Further information on the investigation, including interim results, can be found on the SLWRI Web site at http://www.usbr.gov/mp/slwri    FR  10/07/05  p.58744

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/05-20169.htm
